AFTER MOTHER  INDIA

The third point presented in The Drain Inspector's
^Report' reads:

Thus she describes an ovation said to have been
given to the Prince of Wales, of which Indian
India has no knowledge, but which could not pos-
sibly escape it if it had happened. A crowd is re-
ported to have fought its way to the Prince's car
somewhere ii! Bombay, The police/ Miss Mayo
says, 'tried vainly to form a hedge around the car
moving at a crawl unprotected now through a solid
mass of shouting humanity which won through to
the railway station at last.' Then, at the railway
station while there were three minutes for the train
to steam out, the Prince is reported by Miss Mayo
to have ordered the barriers to be dropped and
the 'mobs' to be let in. The authoress then pro-
ceeds, 'Like the sweep of a river in flood(s), the
interminable multitude[s] rolled in, and shouted
and laughed and wept, and when the train started,
ran alongside the Royal carriage till they could
ran no more.' All this is supposed to have hap-
pened in 1921 on the evening of November aand,
whilst the dying embers of the riots were still hot.
There is much of this kind of stuff in this romantic
chapter, which is headed 'Behold a Light/

All the world knows that Mr. Gandhi attempted to,
>rganise a boycott during the Prince of Wales' visit
:o India in 1921. One of the first instances of his
allure was this same overpowering street demonstra-
ion in Bombay, spontaneously given to the Prince by
lie common crowds, a demonstration seriously out of